Anthropology of Islam

Anthropology 290W -- Section 3M3W

Mon. and Wed. 3:05-4:20

Professor Mandana Limbert

mlimbert@qc.edu
Office Hours: Mon. and Wed. 4:30-5:30

Powdermaker 315F

Description: Since the Iranian revolution of 1979 and especially since the events of September 11, 2001, interest in Islamic history, law, practices and beliefs has increased enormously. Islam – in its various forms – has, however, influenced the philosophical, legal, artistic, political and literary lives of people throughout the world for centuries. This course aims at introducing students to Islamic practices and the diversity of Islamic traditions. We will also trace how anthropologists have engaged with these practices and traditions, in their local variations, transnational connections and global representations. After preliminary discussions of the early history of Islam and the fundamentals of practice and belief, the course will explore such topics as: mysticism and “local Islams,” early and late twentieth century debates about “modernity,” notions of gendered piety and the body, banking and finance, as well as legal practices, media technologies and Islam in Europe and the United States. The course is open to students both familiar and unfamiliar with Islam. 

Organization and Requirements: When the academic calendar permits, each week will be divided between lectures on Mondays and discussions on Wednesdays. Lectures will refer to the readings for that week and students are expected to have completed all the readings assigned for each day prior to coming to class. As this is a writing intensive course, students will be required (except for the first two weeks, the week of the mid-term, the week of the paper proposal and two additional weeks of the student’s choosing) to write one-page, typed informal “journal entries.” These will sometimes be guided by a series of questions provided beforehand. These entries are due every Wednesday and will form the basis of our discussions. At times students will also exchange these entries with each other in order to encourage each other in their writing and to facilitate our discussions further. Many of the readings from different weeks relate to each other either directly or indirectly and students will be encouraged to compare these readings in their reaction papers and in class discussion. There will be an in-class mid-term exam based on the readings, lectures and class discussions. Finally, students will be required to write a longer 8-12 page paper at the end of the term on a topic of the student’s choosing and in consultation with me. A one-paragraph paper proposal with a preliminary bibliography of five articles or books is due on November 16 and we will work together on paper drafts at the end of the semester. The final paper is due on Thursday, December 22 by 5:00pm.

Academic Honesty: All work done in class must be your own. For writing assignments, you must cite your sources appropriately. For further information on academic honesty and Queens College policy on plagiarism see: http://qcpages.qc.edu/Writing/plagiarism_qcpolicy.html
Grading:

Weekly journal entries: 25%

Mid-term exam: 20%

Final Paper: 25%

Paper Proposal: 5%

Class Participation: 25%

Readings: 

The coursepack is available at Iver Printing, 67-03 Main Street

The following books are available at the Queens College bookstore:

Crapanzano, Vincent. 1980 Tuhami: portrait of a Moroccan, Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Esposito, John. 2005 Islam: the straight path, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Geertz, Clifford.  1968 Islam Observed, Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Readings marked with an * are not in the coursepack.

Week 1: Introduction and Early History of Islam

August 29 – Introduction

August 31 – Early History

Esposito, John. 2005. Islam: the straight path, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-67.

Week 2: Fundamentals of Practice and Belief

September 5 – Labor day, College Closed

September 7 – Practice and Belief

* Esposito, John. 2005. Islam: the straight path, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 68-157.

Week 3: Division of Disciplinary Labor

September 12

Von Grunebaum, Gustave. 1955. “The Problem: Unity in Disunity” In Unity and Variety in Muslim Civilization. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 17-37.

Redfield, Robert. 1967 [1955] “The Social Organization of Tradition” In Peasant Society: A Reader. Ed. J. Potter, G. Foster, M.N. Diaz. Boston: Little, Brown, 25-35.

* Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism, New York: Vintage Books, pp. 31-49.

September 14

* Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism, New York: Vintage Books, pp. 49-73.

Week 4: Islams or Islam?

September 19

* Gilsenan, Michael. 1982. Recognizing Islam, New York: Pantheon, pp. 9-26.

Eickelman, Dale. 1982. “The Study of Islam in Local Contexts” Contributions to Asian Studies. 17: 1-16.

Bowen, John. 1992. “On Scriptural Essentialism and Ritual Variation: Muslim Sacrifice in Sumatra and Morocco” American Ethnologist. 19(4): 656-671.

September 21


* Crapanzano, Vincent. 1980 Tuhami, pp. 3-23.

Week 5: Mysticism and the Anthropological Tradition
September 26


* Crapanzano, Vincent. 1980 Tuhami, pp. 27-87.

September 28

 
* Crapanzano, Vincent. 1980 Tuhami, pp. 91-173.

Week 6: BREAK 

October 3 – no class

October 5 – no class

Week 7: Islam(s) and “Modernity”

October 10 – no class

October 11 (Tuesday as Monday classes)

* Esposito, John L. 2005 Islam: the straight path. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 158-271. 

October 12 – no class

Week 8: The Politics of Changing Religious Styles

October 17

* Geertz, Clifford. 1968 Islam Observed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 1-89.

October 19

* Geertz, Clifford. 1968 Islam Observed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 90-117.

Week 9: Religious Knowledge and Education

October 24

Eickelman, Dale. 1992. “Mass Higher Education and the Religious Imagination in Contemporary Arab Societies” American Ethnologist. 19(4): 643-655.
Horvatich, Patricia. 1994. “Ways of Knowing Islam” American Ethnologist. 21(4): 811-826.

October 25


*** Mid-Term Exam ***

Week 9: Gender, Body and the “Veil”

October 31

Watson, Helen. 1994. “Women and the Veil” In Islam, Globalization and Postmodernity, London: Routledge, pp. 141-159.

Torab, Azam. 1996. “Piety as Gendered Agency” The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 2(2): 235-252.

November 2

Abu-Lughod, Lila. 2002. “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” American Anthropologist. 104(3): 783-790.

Winegar, Jessica. 2002. “In Many Worlds: a discussion with Egyptian Artist Sabah Naeem” Meridians 2(2): 146-162.

Week 10: Law, Texts and New Authorities

November 7

Weiss, Bernard. 1978. “Interpretation in Islamic Law” American Journal of Comparative Law, 26(2): 199-212.

Messick, Brinkley. 1986. “The Mufti, the Text and the World: Legal Interpretation in Yemen” Man 21: 102-119.

November 9

Nafi, Basheer. 2004. “Fatwa and War” Islamic Law and Society, 11(1): 78-116.

Week 11: Banking and Finance 

November 14

Kuran, Timur. 1997. “The Genesis of Islamic Economics” Social Research, 64(2): 301-338.

Maurer, Bill. 2001. “Engineering an Islamic Future” Anthropology Today, 17(1): 8-11.

Maurer, Bill. 2001. “Comments on Engineering an Islamic Future” Anthropology Today, 17(3): 28-29.

November 16

*** Paper proposal due ***

Week 12: Media technologies, Political Orientations

November 21

Eickelman, Dale. 2005. “New Media in the Arab Middle East and the Emergence of Open Societies” In Remaking Muslim Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 37-59.

November 23

Hirschkind, Charles. 2001. “Civic Virtue and Religious Reason: An Islamic Counter-Public” Cultural Anthropology, 16(1): 3-34.

Week 13: Islam in Europe and the United States

November 28

Rouse, Carolyn and Janet Hoskins. 2004. “Purity, Soul Food, and Sunni Islam” Cultural Anthropology, 19(2): 226-249. 

Silverstein, Paul A. 2000. “Sporting Faith: Islam, Soccer and the French Nation-State” Social Text, 18(4): 25-53.

November 30

Mahmoud, Mamdani. 2002. “Good Muslim, Bad Muslim” American Anthropologist, 194(3): 766-775.

Weeks 14: Students Presentations

December 5

December 7

Week 15: Draft workshop and Conclusions
December 12

December 14

FINAL PAPER DUE DECEMBER 22, 5:00pm
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